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Closing the Gap agreement reset with 16
new targets to improve lives of Aboriginal

All Australian governments have committed to 16
targets to tackle Indigenous disadvantage, after the
previous Closing the Gap scheme largely failed in
its aims, year after year.
The agreement completely resets targets set
in 2008, and promises far greater Indigenous
involvement in leading its implementation and
measuring its progress – a significant change from
the previous strategy.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison said there had
been a failure to partner with Indigenous people
to develop and deliver the 2008 targets.
“We told Indigenous Australians what the gap
was that we were going to close – and somehow
thought they should be thankful for that,” Mr
Morrison said.
“That was wrong-headed. That wasn’t the way to
do it.
“This is the task of us all. And for that to be
successful, we need a partnership between all of
these groups.”
The new agreement also includes accountability
mechanisms to keep governments on track, and
a commitment to address structural racism in
mainstream government organisations.
Continued page 8

Rupert Murdoch’s son
James quits News Corp
James Murdoch, the younger son of media mogul
Rupert Murdoch, has resigned from the board
of News Corporation citing "disagreements over
editorial content".
In a filing to US regulators, he said he also
disagreed with some "strategic decisions" made by
the company.
The exact nature of the disagreements was not
detailed.
But Mr Murdoch has previously criticised News
Corp outlets, which include the Wall Street
Journal, for climate change coverage.
In recent years James Murdoch has also found

Continued page 8
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Coronavirus: Eve Black arrested after
video boasting about dodging Melbourne
COVID-19 checkpoint
Police have smashed a car window
to arrest a woman whose video
went viral nationally after she
boasted about not stopping for
a COVID-19 checkpoint.
Authorities confirmed to 9News the
woman, known online as Eve Black,
was stopped on Princes Street in
Carlton, Melbourne, at 1.55pm
today.
Police have been trying to talk to
her since the border checkpoint
Ms Black posted a video to Facebook
incident on July 23.
in which she appeared to boast
A spokesperson said today's arrest
about dodging one of the police
unfolded after she refused to
roadblocks by refusing to provide
cooperate.
an officer with details of where she
"Upon being intercepted, she was
was travelling.
asked to provide her name and
She also refused to roll down her
address which she refused to do.
window in the video.
Police then directed her to produce
"I don't need to answer your
her driver's licence and explain her
questions," Ms Black said to police
reason for travel, which she also
in the video.
refused to comply with," a statement
"Have I committed a crime?"
said.
The police officer in the video
"This led to police arresting her.
responded "no, keeping going"
During the arrest, police were forced
before waving the woman through
to break the woman's car window as
T H E
W O R L D
the checkpoint.
she refused to speak to them, wind
Ms Black has since deleted most
down her window, or step out of the
content off her Facebook page,
vehicle."
except for an earlier post where she
Ms Black has since been released
wrote: "I regret nothing. I'm just
by police after being issued with a
tired of the abuse and threats. Wake
court summons for traffic-related
T H E W O R L D
up, sleeper."
offences, failing to produce a licence,
Deputy Commissioner Rick Nugent
name and address and breaches of
called the defiance a "selfish and
the Victorian Chief Health Officer's
childish act".
order.
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Andrews says Victoria in ‘stage four’
lockdown, as PM flags tighter rules

Everyone in Victoria will have to
wear face masks from Sunday, as
more rules come into force, but
Scott Morrison says even tougher
restrictions might be on the way for

the virus-stricken state.
Premier Daniel Andrews has also
banned people in parts of the state from
having guests in their homes, to stem a
worrying spike in regional Victoria.

COVID-19 scams costing Australians
millions – and it'll get worse
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Australians are being warned of a
new COVID-19 phone scam.
People are receiving calls from
scammers claiming to be health
officials, saying they've come into
close contact with someone who has
tested positive to the virus.
They are then asked to pay for a
$50 at-home test and provide their
address and bank account details.
Marella Harris, who lives in Hoxton
Park in Sydney's west, was targeted
by the scam on July 16, but having
been in the health care industry
for 40 years, she was immediately
sceptical.
"I have been assisting with the
COVID-19 crisis and I knew darn
well they don't send the test kits out
and they are free," Ms Harris said.
'"So I just gave them a fake address
and went on with the call."
She said one woman she has

since spoken to on Facebook was
duped and was sent fake at home
tests containing two swabs and
instructions on how to collect her
sample.
When she mailed it off, her results
came back as inconclusive.
Australians have already lost $2.4
million to COVID-19 scams.
Many of the grifts are based
overseas, making it near-impossible
to track down the culprits.
This latest one started in the UK.
And one expert has warned it's only
going to get worse.
"Once (we are) close to a vaccination,
you are going to be receiving the
same kind of scams offering you
vaccinations that do not work, and
that will be even scarier," University
of Western Sydney professor of
cyber security Alana Maurushat
said.
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By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

Be careful of
scammers
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PRIME MINISTER

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

One of our readers forwarded us a copy of a terrifying new email
EID AL-ADHA 2020
scam where attackers claim they stole your password and hacked your
webcam while you were watching porn. Filled with concern and grief,
he now wants to know if he should pay up.
The sender probably took the password from a publicly available
Eid Mubarak to all who celebrate Eid al-Adha, the holy festival of sacrifice.
database which may have been stolen from LinkedIn, Yahoo, and eBay,
for example. You can check whether your password is in one This
of these
time last year, I reflected on the great riches of respect and kindness that the
leaked databases at the website Have I Been Pwned.
community brings to Australia’s cultural landscape. None of us then could have p
The sender claims to have put malware onto a porn site how
that the
important those virtues would be in facing the challenges of recent months.
recipient visited and with some unknown "software magic," turned his
web browser into the ultimate spying tool!
I send my warm thanks for your understanding and efforts at this difficult time. W
What makes this threat so believable is the email includes a password
worked patiently as a nation to face the challenges and share the burden resulting f
you have used and has created videos of you using adult web sites. On
pandemic.
top of that, they claim to have all of your contacts and they will release
the video if you don't pay the bitcoin amount.
For now, the ways that we celebrate and gather together as families and faith comm
Basically, the attackers don’t actually have a video of you or access to
are different. But the crucial elements of our society – our unity and our commitmen
your contacts, and they haven’t been able to install a malicious code on
other – remain the same. What sets us apart as Australians, in all our many cultures an
your computer. In reality, they’re taking a password from a database
the way that we have worked together and supported each other.
that’s available online, sending it to you, and hoping you’reisscared
enough to believe their story and send them bitcoins.
PRIME MINISTER
As a commemoration of sacrifice, Eid al-Adha speaks eloquently to the sacrifices o
Some scammers have even made over $US 50,000 from the blackmail
months. But even in this dreadful crisis, the ongoing rituals of our lives – sharing pr
scheme, based on an analysis of bitcoin wallets, Bleeping Computer
sharing time with our loved ones – give us meaning and purpose.
reported.
MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER
The good news is it’s a scam. But it can be terrifying for some. One
Celebrations
such as these are an opportunity
to experience the meaning of faith. I kn
woman, who was “in tears,” called it “very frightening,” according
to a
EID AL-ADHA 2020
report in Canada’s CBC.
your faith, as a guide and a light in your lives, will continue to support you a
A typical email reads something like this: “Hello, my victim…I
know
community.
Eid Mubarak to all who celebrate Eid al-Adha, the holy festival of sacrifice.
your password” and “I write you in as much as I embed a trojan on the
This time last year, I reflected on the great riches of respect and kindness that the Muslim
web site with pornography which you have viewed. My virus captured
During this difficult
time, and with the spirit of this great festival of sacrifice and c
community brings to Australia’s cultural landscape. None of us then could have predicted
all your private information and switched on your webcamknow
whichyou will play
how important
those virtues
would beout
in facing
the challenges
of recent
your part
and reach
to those
around
youmonths.
with comfort and su
captured you in the act. I will remove the compromising video and info
I send my warm thanks for your understanding and efforts at this difficult time. We have
if you send me 650 USD in bitcoin. This is the address for payment:
worked patiently
as a nation toyou
face the
share
the burden
from this a diffe
Through your efforts
and sacrifice,
arechallenges
livingand
out
your
faithresulting
and making
pandemic.
This, the scammers claim, gives them access to your display screen
and
your community and to our country.
webcam. Then they drop the hammer, usually something to the effect:
For now, the ways that we celebrate and gather together as families and faith communities
are different. But the crucial elements of our society – our unity and our commitment to each
“If you ignore this, I will send your video to all of your contacts.” Of
other – remain the same. What sets us apart as Australians, in all our many cultures and faiths,
course, they give you a way out, pay them money in an effort to delete
is the way that we have worked together and supported each other.
the video.
As a commemoration of sacrifice, Eid al-Adha speaks eloquently to the sacrifices of recent
Cyber security expert says about those emails:
months. But even in this dreadful crisis, the ongoing rituals of our lives – sharing prayer and
*Must ignore them and most importantly don’t response to them and
sharing time with our loved ones – give us meaning and purpose.
don’t pay any ransom.
Celebrations such as these are an opportunity to experience the meaning of faith. I know that
*If you want to be completely confident that your computer is free
your faith, as MP
a guide and a light in your lives, will continue to support you and your
Thefrom
Hon Scott Morrison
community.
spying malware, make sure you have some sort of anti-malwarePrime
or anti-Minister of
Australia
virus protection in place and perform a deep scan, it is also a good idea
During this difficult time, and with the spirit of this great festival of sacrifice and charity, I
know you will play your part and reach out to those around you with comfort and support.
to cover your web cam.
July 2020
*Be careful when you are using the social media or any kind, and always
Through your efforts and sacrifice, you are living out your faith and making a difference to
your community and to our country.
remember maybe there is a trick behind the screen.
*If you receive any threatening email of this sort, please don't give in by
paying the bitcoin ransom!
We believe that there are a number of victims out there who have not
reported the matter for one reason or another.
The Hon Scott Morrison MP
Cryptocurrency trading scams have grown significantly in the past 12
Prime Minister of Australia
months using different methods and are now the second most common
type of investment scam offer pushed onto victims.
July 2020
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Melbourne doctor warns Australia could
see US-level coronavirus outbreak

A Melbourne doctor who has worked
in three of the city's emergency
departments struck by coronavirus
has warned Australia could face
situations similar to parts of the US
devastated by the pandemic.
Dr Stephen Parnis told A Current
Affair that people who contracted
the virus were often "surprised", as
Victoria set a grim daily record of
484 new cases and two deaths.
Dr Parnis said people struggled with
the idea that they either received the
virus or passed it on to a loved one.
"It could be you," he said.
The good news is that Australia has
had several months to prepare for a
resurgence.
"We got past that first wave and
ramped up our disaster readiness,"
Dr Parnis said.
But he warned that if the virus
was allowed to spin out of control,
Australia could be dealing with
similar scenarios to northern Italy
or the US.
And it's not just Victoria that needs
to be worried.
"It's always the case that these things
could spread," he said.

International students in Australia
targeted to 'stage their own kidnappings'

"The concern is that NSW could
now be where Melbourne was four,
five, six weeks ago."
He said it wouldn't take much for
even states with "wonderful records"
to see a change.
The renewed strictures in parts of
Australia, he said, were "not about
panic, but readiness".
Dr Parnis also backed the use of
face-masks.
"Masks will make a difference if used
the right way," he said.
"Any sort of face covering helps
prevent the spread.
"It's not perfect, but none of the
measures we have are perfect."

World No.1 Ash Barty
withdraws from US Open

Ash Barty has withdrawn from the
US Open over fears of travelling
during the coronavirus pandemic.
In a massive blow to the grand slam
event, the world No. 1 is the biggest
name yet to drop out because of the
global heath crisis.
The tournament is due to take place
from August 31 to September 13.
“My team and I have decided that
we won’t be travelling to the US and
Western and Southern Open and the
US Open this year,” Barty said on
Thursday.
“I love both events so it was a difficult
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decision but there are still significant
risks involved due to COVID-19 and
I don’t feel comfortable putting my
team and I in that position.
“I wish the USTA all the best for the
tournaments and I look forward to
being back in the US next year.
Men’s world No.1 Novak Djokovic and
defending US Open champion Rafael
Nadal were also doubtful starters but
both have since entered the Southern
and Western Open, which has been
moved from Cincinnati to New York
where USTA officials will create a
biosecurity hub for three weeks.

Chinese students studying in
Australia are being swept up in faux
“virtual kidnapping” scams.
Eight known instances of the
scheme have been reported to police
in New South Wales alone this year.
Scammers have obtained $3.2
million in ransom payments for
kidnap “victims” who were never at
risk in the first place.
The scam works with young victims
faking their own kidnapping to a
relative.
A scammer will convince the fake
victim they have been implicated
in a crime in China, or that their
identity had been stolen, and they
must comply with orders or risk
arrest and deportation.
The victim then convinces a relative
to send a large amount of money
into an offshore bank account.
Scammers might instruct victims to
cease contact with their family and
friends, rent a hotel room and take
photographs or video recordings
that depict them bound and
blindfolded.
When the relatives are unable
to make contact, they send large
sums of cash in exchange for their
“release”.
The hoax has already seen fake
ransom payments that range

between $20,000 and $500,000.
In one case, $2 million was paid.
New South Wales Police are cracking
down on the hoax in collaboration
with Chinese authorities and
universities.
Detective Chief Superintendent
Darren Bennett said the scam
targeted vulnerable members of the
Chinese-Australian community.
“Virtual kidnappings are designed
to take advantage of people’s trust
in authorities and have developed
considerably over the last decade
by transnational organised crime
syndicates,” he said.
“While these phone calls appear
to be random in nature, these
scammers seem to be targeting
vulnerable members of the ChineseAustralian community.”
NSW Police says nobody claiming
to be a Chinese authority would
contact students on their mobile
phones and demand money.
If it does happen, Bennett said, it is
a scam and should immediately be
reported to police.
Chinese students are ordered to
stage their own kidnapping or risk
deportation or arrest. Credit: NSW
Police
A Chinese student caught up in the
scam. Credit: NSW Police

National News
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‘It was like drowning’:

5

COVID victims share stories in Victorian advertising campaign

When Victorian man ‘Michael’ contracted the
coronavirus, he suffered frightening coughing fits
that were so bad “it was like drowning”.
As his condition deteriorated he was placed in
an induced coma, fighting for his life, as doctors
feared the worse.
His story is among those released as part of a
Victorian government advertising campaign to
enforce the message that ‘COVID is real’.
Focusing of victims, frontline workers and
families, it shows the faces behind the statistics
that are broadcast daily on the news.
The campaign for TV, radio and social media
illustrates the devastating personal impact of the
disease that has claimed more than 641,000 lives
around the world.
In one personal story, ‘Michael’ describes terrifying
coughing fits that lasted for one to two minutes.
“I got so bad I had to call an ambulance,” he says
in a short video.
“I was put in an induced coma; the doctors thought
that I was gonna die.”
While he was in a coma, his wife contracted the

coronavirus and most likely transmitted it on to
her mother who passed away.
“COVID is real, it is very real,” Michael says.
Victoria’s Chief Health Officer Brett Sutton said
the effect of coronavirus was more than just
tallying statistics.
“It is an unfolding tragedy that is hard to get your
head around,” Professor Sutton said.
“This is an invisible enemy in lots of ways and
when we just talk about numbers, when we talk
about reproduction numbers and transmissibility,
that doesn’t bring it home like understanding the
genuine consequences for people does.”
Professor Sutton said the state’s current outbreak
with three-digit daily case rises was proving more
difficult to contain than the ‘first wave’.
“This isn’t like the first wave: the numbers have
remained stubbornly high,” he said.
“They haven’t gone up significantly and they
haven’t gone down significantly in the last week.”
However Professor Sutton said further restrictions
such as industry shutdowns would have limited
impact on stopping new infections because of
where the clusters are occurring.
“The very places where we are seeing outbreaks,
the very places where we are seeing transmission,
are the places that would remain open if we went
to a stage four sectoral shutdown,” he said.

Such places include aged care homes, hospitals and
food processing facilities which are all essential
services.
Premier Daniel Andrews said “masks are effectively
our stage four”, though he refused to rule out
further restrictions and would not guarantee
restrictions would be lifted after the six weeks.

ADVERTISEMENT

Eid Mubarak
Wendy LINDSAY MP
02 9772 2774

WendyLindsayMPEastHills

Member for East Hills

easthills@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Authorised by Wendy Lindsay MP, 20 Revesby Place, Revesby NSW 2212. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

20 Revesby Place, Revesby NSW 2212
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Wishing you and your family an

Eid Al Adha
Mubarak

Federal member for McMahon

Shop 3&4/ 398 Hamilton Road Fairfield West NSW
PO Box: W210, Fairfield West NSW, 2165
P. (02) 96040710 - F. (02) 96093873
E. chris.bown.mp@aph.gov.au

Wishing everyone

a Happy and safe Eid Al-Adha
MAY THIS SPECIAL TIME BRING LIGHT TO
THOSE SUFFERING HARDSHIP

أمتنى للجميع

عيد أضحى مبارك

أمتنى أن تكون هذه املناسبة فرصة للعطاء
لنجعل الذين ميرون مبراحل صعبة يشعرون باألمل

Julie Owens

Federal Member for Parramatta

9689 1455 | julie.owens.mp@aph.gov.au
www.julieowens.com.au | www.facebook.com/julie.owens.mp

Julia Finn MP

Guy Zangari MP

Member for Granville
,Merrylands Road 160
Merrylands 2160
P: 9637 1656
F: 9897 1434

State Member for Fairfield

E: Granville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Wishing you a happy & blessed

Eid Al Adha
أتمنى للجميع

عيد أضحى مبارك وسعيد

Authorised by J Owens, ALP, 1/25 Smith Street Parramatta

Chris Bowen MP

Fairfield Electorate Office
P. 02 9726 9323 - F. 02 9726 9783
55A Smart Street Fairfield NSW 2165
PO Box 771 Fairfield NSW 1860
E. fairfield@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Eid Al-Adha
From my family to yours

I wish all members of the Muslim faith
blessings and the best of health, prosperity
and happiness on this very special occassion

من عائلتي لكم
أمتنى جلميع أبناء اجلالية االسالمية
 الصحة والسعادة،اخلير
يف هذه املناسبة املباركة

Authorised by Guy Zangari MP, Funded using Parliamentary Entitlements
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Eid Al Adha is an important
celebration of love and sacrifice. On
this day, I extend my warmest wishes
for a happy and prosperous Eid.

TONY BURKE MP

MEMBER FOR WATSON

HON TONY BURKE MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WATSON

Office: Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl 2196
Phone: (02) 9750 9088 Email: tony.burke.mp@aph.gov.au
www.tonyburke.com.au
Tony Burke MP
@Tony_Burke
Authorised by Tony Burke MP, Australian Labor Party, Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl 2196

Wishing you and your family a blessed and joyous celebration!
نتمنى لكم ولعائالتكم عيد أضحى مبارك وسعيد

Authorised by Jodi McKay MP & Sophie Cotsis MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.
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From page 1

Closing the Gap ...
The targets have been signed up to by the Commonwealth, state/
territory and local governments.
A network of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations, the
Coalition of Peaks, helped to develop the plan and has also signed on.
Coalition of Peaks convenor Pat Turner said negotiations had been
“very hard-fought” at times.
“The Prime Minister probably didn’t fully realise what he was
committing to, and possibly no government did – but maybe that was
a good thing at the time,” she said.
Today we now have a comprehensive set of commitments from
governments that places Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
community-controlled organisations at the centre of Closing the
Gap.”
However, there is no immediate new funding to support the agreement.
“This isn’t about buckets of money,” Mr Morrison said.
“This is about changing the way we do things and ensuring that we
apply the resources most effectively to achieve that.”
The new targets:
1.
Close the Gap in life expectancy within a generation, by 2031
2.
By 2031, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander babies with a healthy birthweight to 91 per cent
3.
By 2025, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children enrolled in Year Before Fulltime Schooling
(YBFS) early childhood education to 95 per cent
4.
By 2031, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children assessed as developmentally on track in all
five domains of the Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) to
55 per cent
5.
By 2031, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people (age 20-24) attaining year 12 or
equivalent qualification to 96 per cen.
6.
By 2031, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people aged 25-34 years who have completed a tertiary
qualification (Certificate III and above) to 70 per cent
7.
By 2031, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander youth (15–24 years) who are in employment, education
or training to 67 per cent
8.
By 2031, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people aged 25–64 who are employed to 62 per cent
9.
By 2031, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people living in appropriately sized (not overcrowded)
housing to 88 per cent
10.
\By 2031, reduce the rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander adults held in incarceration by at least 15 per cent
11.
By 2031, reduce the rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander young people (10-17 years) in detention by at least 15 per
cent
12.
By 2031, reduce the rate of over-representation of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home care by 45 per cent
13.
A significant and sustained reduction in violence and
abuse against Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and
children towards zero
14.
Significant and sustained reduction in suicide of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people towards zero
15.
a) By 2030, a 15 per cent increase in Australia’s landmass subject
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s legal rights or interests
b) By 2030, a 15 per cent increase in areas covered by Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people’s legal rights or interests in the sea
16.
By 2031, there is a sustained increase in number and strength
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages being spoken
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This the English statement signed by representatives
of the Arab Australian community in NSW

Shaoquett Moselmane
Character Assassination

A core principle of the Australian
criminal justice system is the
presumption of innocence unless
proven guilty beyond reasonable
doubt.
Notwithstanding the raid on his
office and home last week by Federal
agents, Mr Shaoquett Moselmane,
MLC, has to date not being accused
of any wrongdoing and is not a
suspect in the AFP investigation.
This was acknowledged by news
media reports. Despite this, the trial
by other media and the disgraceful
witchhunt by radio shock-jocks and
some newspaper commentators can
only be construed as a concerted
political campaign and public
lynching.
Freedom of opinion is at heart
of our democratic multicultural
society and needs to be protected
at any cost. Divergence of opinions
is, therefore, a healthy and central
principle of our democracy. The
silencing of dissenting views by
some media organisations and
political leaders from both major
parties of our NSW and Federal
Parliaments can only be construed
as politically inspired character
assassination
Arab Australians loudly denounce
this orchestrated campaign.

Mr Moselmane has been a voice
for the voiceless. He has taken up
many humanitarian and social
justice issues, including the plights
of Aboriginal, Arab and Asian
Australians, Palestinians under
occupation, Kids with disabilities
and minorities in the Middle East,
and the Indian subcontinent. He
has served diverse communities
tirelessly without fear or favour and
with generosity of spirit. In fact,
he should be commended for his
good work and efforts not publicly
condemned and humiliated.
We call on MPs to protect our
democracy and the will of the people.
Conspiring to oust Mr Moselmane
from the NSW Parliament should
cease immediately.
Any such
attempt denies him natural justice
and tarnishes the process of the
Federal investigation and makes a
mockery of our democratic system.
Signed by representatives of the
Australian Arab community.

From page 1
Rupert Murdoch’s...
himself at odds - politically - with his father, BBC North America correspondent David
Willis says.
Whilst Murdoch Senior has pledged support for Donald Trump, James Murdoch
has reportedly contributed hundreds of thousands of dollars to the campaign of Mr
Trump's Democratic rival, Joe Biden.
James Murdoch's departure from News Corp would, our correspondent says, appear to
grant even more influence to his brother Lachlan who is generally thought to share his
father's more conservative views.
Rupert, News Corp's executive chairman, and Lachlan, co-chairman, wished James
well in a joint statement.
"We're grateful to James for his many years of service to the company," the statement
said. "We wish him the very best in his future endeavours."
News Corp also owns The Times, The Sun and The Sunday Times in the UK, as well as
a stable of Australian newspapers, including The Australian, The Daily Telegraph and
The Herald Sun.
What do we know about past disagreements?
Earlier this year, amid devastating wildfires in Australia, James Murdoch and his wife
Kathryn expressed their frustration with climate change coverage by News Corp and
Fox.
Their spokesperson told The Daily Beast they were "particularly disappointed with
the ongoing denial among the news outlets in Australia given obvious evidence to the
contrary."
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WISHING YOU PROSPERITY,
JOY AND HAPPINESS
FOR THE OCCASION OF EID AL-ADHA

أتمنى لكم ولعائالتكم

عيد أضحى مبارك
أرجو أن يذكرنا هذا العيد املبارك
بشكل دائم كيف نساعد بعضنا
خالل الظروف الصعبة
Lynda Voltz MP
MEMBER FOR AUBURN
P (02) 9737 8822
E auburn@parliament.nsw.gov.au
A Mezzanine Level 92 Parramatta Road
Lidcombe NSW 2141
Authorised by Lynda Voltz MP, Mezzanine Level, Lidcombe Centre, 92 Parramatta Road, Lidcombe NSW 2141.

Eid
Mubarak
May you and your family
enjoy the blessings of
this special time.

www.liverpool.nsw.gov.au

On behalf of the City of
Canterbury Bankstown,
I offer my well wishes to
our Muslim residents on
this sacred occasion of
Eid Al-Adha.
May God richly bless,
protect and watch over
you all, especially at this
uncertain and difficult
time in our City, country
and across the world.
Clr Khal Asfour
MAYOR
City of Canterbury
Bankstown
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Radwan Hamdan

Australia pre-Budget
Covid-19 Update
On 23 July 2020, the Treasurer provided his out-of-norm pre-budget economic
update. Traditionally, a Fiscal Budget is handed down on the first Tuesday in
May each year. However, due to the current pandemic, the budget was delayed
until 6 Oct 2020 and the Treasurer provided a pre-budget economic update
instead. The federal Treasurer, Josh Frydenberg, has revealed that the Morrison
government’s massive stimulus programs will leave an $85.8 billion hole in the
2019-20 balance sheets before blowing out to $184.5 billion in 2020-21.
According to the Treasurer, the coronavirus economic downturn will cost the
budget $32.4 billion in 2019-20 and $72.2 billion in 2020-21.
This is attributable to the government’s coronavirus economic support, which
has seen the deployment of $289 billion in both fiscal and balance sheet
support – the equivalent of 14.6 per cent of Australia’s GDP.
The Treasurer cited the nation’s economic strength going into the crisis as
having “given us the firepower to respond during this crisis”. He reiterated that
“The actions we have taken have saved lives and livelihoods.”
Unemployment is also expected to rise to 9.25 per cent in the December quarter
as almost a million Australians lose their jobs, but Treasurer Frydenberg did
state that support measures have saved 700,000 jobs.   
Gross debt levels are also on the way up: It’s estimated that at the end of the
2019-20 financial year, gross debt was around $685 billion. This is expected to
swell to $850 billion by the end of the 2020-21 financial year, while net debt
will reach $677.3 billion.
Mr Frydenberg also noted that tax receipts have also fallen, with a predicted
shortfall of $31.7 billion expected for the 2019-20 financial year.
This is expected to climb to more than $63 billion in 2020-21.
The federal government was widely expected to deliver its worst budget deficit
in 70 years, as we announced in the pre-budget briefing.
It is worth noting that at the beginning of this year, the forecast budget surplus
was expected to be in the vicinity of $6 billion. There is no more expectation of
budget surplus in the foreseeable future, and instead we have one of the largest
deficits in history due to the Government’s COVID-19 response.
The biggest challenge that the Government has is control over the spread of
the Covid-19 virus. With cases spiralling out of control in the second wave in
Victoria, there is a lot more work for the Government to keep the economic
situation under control. In an effort to keep confidence up and help small
and medium business get to the other side safely, the Treasurer announced
that the Jobkeeper subsidy scheme will continue in tact until the end of
September 2020 for those businesses that qualified for it. He also announced
the continuation of the JobKeeper Scheme until end of March 2021 for those
business that can establish that their business continued to be adversely and
significantly impacted by the pandemic and that the Australian Taxation
Office through the Department of Treasury will issue guidelines for small and
medium business to establish that the 30% drop in actual GST turnover did
persist in each of the quarters ended 30 June 2020, 30 September 2020 and 31
December 2020 based on actual GST turnover and not on the projected GST
turnover as was the case in the initial Jobkeeper rules. Those businesses who
satisfy the drop in revenue test as at the end of September 2020 will continue
to receive the Jobkeeper payment until 31 March 2021 but the fortnightly
amount reimbursed by the Tax Office will drop from $1,500 to $1,200 until 31
December 2020 and thereafter it will drop to $1,000 between 1 January 2021
and 31 March 2021.
By the end of June 2021, it is expected that the Net Debt will reach $850 billion
representing 46% of the Gross Domestic Product. Although no one is talking

of the mechanism and duration for paying off this debt, it is expected that it
may take over 40 years to pay this debt which has become a quasi-mortgage
on every Australian.
Hence, our children and grandchildren will pay for the price of the economic
stimulus that we are “enjoying” today!.

Rodney Hamdan is a Chartered Accountant, Chartered Tax
Advisor and Certified Practising Accountant in Public Practice.
He holds a Bachelor of Economics degree from the University
of Sydney with a major in Commercial Law. He worked with
Arthur Andersen and Price Waterhouse and worked on
overseas assignments in Asia and the Middle East specialising
in International Tax. Rodney Hamdan is a regular economics
commentator on SBS Radio. He was the President of the
Australian Arab Business Council from 2007 to 2013.
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:ƵůǇϮϬϮϬ


:ƵůǇϮϬϮϬ




:ƵůǇϮϬϮϬ




D^^'&KZ/>Ͳ,

D^^'&KZ/>Ͳ,
D^^'&KZ/>Ͳ,

/ƐĞŶĚŵǇďĞƐƚǁŝƐŚĞƐƚŽĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŶŐŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͘
/ƐĞŶĚŵǇďĞƐƚǁŝƐŚĞƐƚŽĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŶŐŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͘



/ƐĞŶĚŵǇďĞƐƚǁŝƐŚĞƐƚŽĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŶŐŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͘
/ŶƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶϲϬϬ͕ϬϬϬDƵƐůŝŵƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂ͕ďǇƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐŝŶĂĐƚƐŽĨĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ
/ŶƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶϲϬϬ͕ϬϬϬDƵƐůŝŵƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂ͕ďǇƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐŝŶĂĐƚƐŽĨĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ

ĂŶĚƉƌĂǇĞƌĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞŝŶŶĞĞĚ͕ĂŶĚĐŽŵŵĞŵŽƌĂƚŝŶŐƚŚĞĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚŽĨďƌĂŚĂŵ;/ďƌĂŚŝŵͿƚŽ
ĂŶĚƉƌĂǇĞƌĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞŝŶŶĞĞĚ͕ĂŶĚĐŽŵŵĞŵŽƌĂƚŝŶŐƚŚĞĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚŽĨďƌĂŚĂŵ;/ďƌĂŚŝŵͿƚŽ
/ŶƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶϲϬϬ͕ϬϬϬDƵƐůŝŵƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂ͕ďǇƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐŝŶĂĐƚƐŽĨĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ
'ŽĚ͘
'ŽĚ͘

ĂŶĚƉƌĂǇĞƌĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞŝŶŶĞĞĚ͕ĂŶĚĐŽŵŵĞŵŽƌĂƚŝŶŐƚŚĞĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚŽĨďƌĂŚĂŵ;/ďƌĂŚŝŵͿƚŽ

dŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͕ůŝŬĞŵĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐĨĞƐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕ŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂǁŝůůďĞĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚǀĞƌǇĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘/
'ŽĚ͘
ƚŚĂŶŬĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĨŽƌǇŽƵƌ
dŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͕ůŝŬĞŵĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐĨĞƐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕ŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂǁŝůůďĞĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚǀĞƌǇĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘/

ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͕ƉĂƚŝĞŶĐĞĂŶĚĞĨĨŽƌƚƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐƚŝŵĞ͕ĂĚŚĞƌŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƌĂŶŐĞŽĨŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ
ƚŚĂŶŬĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĨŽƌǇŽƵƌ
ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚƚŽƌĞĚƵĐĞƚŚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚŽĨKs/Ͳϭϵ͘
dŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͕ůŝŬĞŵĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐĨĞƐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕ŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂǁŝůůďĞĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚǀĞƌǇĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘/
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͕ƉĂƚŝĞŶĐĞĂŶĚĞĨĨŽƌƚƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐƚŝŵĞ͕ĂĚŚĞƌŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƌĂŶŐĞŽĨŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ

ƚŚĂŶŬĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĨŽƌǇŽƵƌ
EŽǁŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĞǀĞƌ͕ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĂƐĂĐŽŚĞƐŝǀĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŚĂƐŶĞǀĞƌďĞĞŶŵŽƌĞ
ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚƚŽƌĞĚƵĐĞƚŚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚŽĨKs/Ͳϭϵ͘
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͕ƉĂƚŝĞŶĐĞĂŶĚĞĨĨŽƌƚƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐƚŝŵĞ͕ĂĚŚĞƌŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƌĂŶŐĞŽĨŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĨŽƌĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĂƐǁĞĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌƚŽŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞƚŚŝƐĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͘tĞĐĂŶĂůůďĞƉƌŽƵĚ

ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚƚŽƌĞĚƵĐĞƚŚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚŽĨKs/Ͳϭϵ͘
ŽĨƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŚĞƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŚĂƐĐŽŵĞƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĂƐŽŶĞ͕ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐŽĨŽƵƌĞƚŚŶŝĐ͕
EŽǁŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĞǀĞƌ͕ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĂƐĂĐŽŚĞƐŝǀĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŚĂƐŶĞǀĞƌďĞĞŶŵŽƌĞ
ĐƵůƚƵƌĂůŽƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͕ƚŽĨĂĐĞƚŚŝƐĐƌŝƐŝƐ͘

ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĨŽƌĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĂƐǁĞĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌƚŽŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞƚŚŝƐĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͘tĞĐĂŶĂůůďĞƉƌŽƵĚ

EŽǁŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĞǀĞƌ͕ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĂƐĂĐŽŚĞƐŝǀĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŚĂƐŶĞǀĞƌďĞĞŶŵŽƌĞ
ƐƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐĂŶĚƐŽĐŝĂůŝŵƉĂĐƚƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕ǁĞ
ŽĨƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŚĞƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŚĂƐĐŽŵĞƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĂƐŽŶĞ͕ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐŽĨŽƵƌĞƚŚŶŝĐ͕
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĨŽƌĂůůƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĂƐǁĞĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌƚŽŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞƚŚŝƐĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͘tĞĐĂŶĂůůďĞƉƌŽƵĚ
ĐĂŶĚƌĂǁĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĞŶĚƵƌŝŶŐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞŽĨŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂ–ƐĂĐƌŝĨŝĐĞ͕ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇĂŶĚĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌ
ĐƵůƚƵƌĂůŽƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͕ƚŽĨĂĐĞƚŚŝƐĐƌŝƐŝƐ͘
ŽĨƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŚĞƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŚĂƐĐŽŵĞƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĂƐŽŶĞ͕ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐŽĨŽƵƌĞƚŚŶŝĐ͕
ƚŚŽƐĞŝŶŶĞĞĚ͘


ĐƵůƚƵƌĂůŽƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͕ƚŽĨĂĐĞƚŚŝƐĐƌŝƐŝƐ͘
ƐƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐĂŶĚƐŽĐŝĂůŝŵƉĂĐƚƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕ǁĞ
/ƚŚĂŶŬDƵƐůŝŵĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇůĞĂĚĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞďƌŽĂĚĞƌDƵƐůŝŵƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĨŽƌǇŽƵƌ

ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝŶƚŚĞĨŝŐŚƚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚKs/ͲϭϵĂŶĚƚŚĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƚǇŽƵƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƚŽǇŽƵƌ
ĐĂŶĚƌĂǁĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĞŶĚƵƌŝŶŐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞŽĨŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂ–ƐĂĐƌŝĨŝĐĞ͕ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇĂŶĚĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌ
ƐƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐĂŶĚƐŽĐŝĂůŝŵƉĂĐƚƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕ǁĞ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚŝĞƐŝŶĚĞĂůŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŝƐƐƵĞƐĂƌŝƐŝŶŐĨƌŽŵƚŚŝƐƐŝƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ͘
ƚŚŽƐĞŝŶŶĞĞĚ͘
ĐĂŶĚƌĂǁĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĞŶĚƵƌŝŶŐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞŽĨŝĚĂůͲĚŚĂ–ƐĂĐƌŝĨŝĐĞ͕ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇĂŶĚĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌ


ƐĂŶĂƚŝŽŶ͕ǁĞĂƌĞƐƚƌŽŶŐĞƌƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘tĞǁŝůůŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞƚŚŝƐĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĂƐǁĞŚĂǀĞŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞ
ƚŚŽƐĞŝŶŶĞĞĚ͘
/ƚŚĂŶŬDƵƐůŝŵĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇůĞĂĚĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞďƌŽĂĚĞƌDƵƐůŝŵƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĨŽƌǇŽƵƌ
ŵĂŶǇĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ͘


ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝŶƚŚĞĨŝŐŚƚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚKs/ͲϭϵĂŶĚƚŚĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƚǇŽƵƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƚŽǇŽƵƌ
/ƚŚĂŶŬDƵƐůŝŵĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇůĞĂĚĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞďƌŽĂĚĞƌDƵƐůŝŵƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĨŽƌǇŽƵƌ
ŝĚDƵďĂƌĂŬ
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Clr Rachelle Harika

Clr George Zakhia
Clr George Zakhia hope you have
a wonderful and safe

Eid Al-Adha
يتقدم السيد جورج زخيا

عضو مجلس احلكومة احمللية
من اجلميع بأطيب األمنيات مبناسبة حلول

عيد األضحى املبارك
كل عام وانتم بخير

I wish
you and your families
Safe and

Happy Eid Al-Adha
أمتنى لكم وعائالتكم

عيد األضحى املبارك

11

12

The World Observer | 1st August | 2020

Retired pole vaulter, 44, reflects
on the pressure to win a medal
at the Sydney Olympics - and
says she still gets recognised on
the street 20 years later

Arround the world
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Kim Kardashian

urges compassion for Kanye West

The silver medallist continued

Pole vaulter Tatiana Grigorieva became a
household name when she won silver at the
Sydney 2000 Olympics, the same night sprinter
Cathy Freeman won gold.
And as the 20-year anniversary of the games fast
approaches, the retired Russian-born Australian
athlete reflected on the pressure that was expected
of her to win.
Speaking to The Sunday Telegraph's Stellar
magazine, the 44-year-old recalled the moment
she realised she was no longer jumping for herself,
but for the nation.
'Emotionally, it was such a full-on experience; I still
get goosebumps looking back,' Tatiana revealed.
The mother-of-two said the expectation of the
nation dawned on her when she walked across the
track ahead of the final.
'It was a shock because I suddenly realised I was
not jumping for me anymore; suddenly I felt more
pressure,' she said.
'I had expected the crowd to want entertainment
but then, and these are very big words, I felt
expectation - not just from all the spectators there
but also from the nation.'
Tatiana retired from the sport in 2007 and has led
a varied life ever since.
Twenty years on from the games, she has owned
an ice cream shop, competed on Dancing With
The Stars and Gladiators, studied beauty therapy
and become an athletics coach.

Kim Kardashian has asked for compassion for her husband Kanye West and his struggles with mental illness,

Kim Kardashian has asked for compassion and
empathy for her rapper husband Kanye West’s mental
health struggles, after a series of public remarks on
subjects ranging from politics to his marriage.
Kardashian’s statement on her Instagram stories
account was her first public comment on weeks
of interviews, public appearances and Twitter
comments by West that have raised concern about
the Grammy-winning singer’s mental health.
“As many of you know, Kanye has bi-polar disorder,”
she wrote on Wednesday, calling him a “brilliant but
complicated person”.
Kardashian did not mention West’s stated plan to run
for the White House in the November 2020 election.
West held a rally in South Carolina at the weekend
under his self-styled Birthday Party banner but has
not outlined any coherent political policies.
“Those who are close with Kanye know his heart and
understand his words some times do not align with
his intentions,” Kardashian wrote.
Kardashian’s comments followed another late-night
series of tweets from West, including one where he
said he was trying to divorce Kardashian.
His tweet was swiftly deleted. The couple married in
2014 and have four children
Earlier this week West tweeted that his family
was trying to get him committed to a psychiatric

institution.
Mental health
West announced he had bipolar disorder in 2018
and has in the past lamented that he feels medication
stifles his creativity.
He was hospitalised for psychiatric treatment in
2016.
Bipolar disorder is a form of mental illness
characterised by unusual mood swings between
extreme energy and activity and depression,
according to the National Institute of Mental Health.
It can be treated with a combination of medication
and therapy.
Kardashian, a cosmetics businesswoman who first
found fame on the TV reality show Keeping Up With
the Kardashians, said she and her family were trying
to get help for West, and spoke about the stigma and
misunderstandings around mental health.
“Those that understand mental illness or even
compulsive behaviour know that the family is
powerless unless the member is a minor,” she said.
She said individuals themselves have to engage in the
process of getting help, no matter how hard family
and friends try.
“I kindly ask that the media and public give us the
compassion and empathy that is needed so that we
can get through this,” she added.

Arround the world
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Actor Bryan Cranston

reveals he had coronavirus, urges people to wear masks
American actor Bryan Cranston has revealed
he had COVID-19 and is pleading with people
to wear a face mask.
Cranston, who played Walter White in the drama
series Breaking Bad, made the announcement
in a video while he was donating plasma in
California.
"I wanted to announce that I had COVID-19 a
little while ago," he said.
Cranston said he had experienced mild
symptoms including a slight headache,
tightness in the chest and loss of his sense of
taste and smell.
The video posted to Instagram showed Cranston
going through a plasma-donation session,
something he decided to do after contracting
the virus.
In his post, the actor and director urged people
to wear face masks, as the death toll in the
United States climbed over 150,000.
"I count my blessings and urge you to keep
wearing the damn mask, keep washing your
hands, and stay socially distant," he wrote.
"We can prevail — but ONLY if we follow the
rules together."
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Gordon Ramsay’s

daughter Holly, 20, showcases
her curves in sizzling green
snake-print bikini

Mr Cranston is the latest entertainment figure to
urge people to follow health advice.
After being hospitalised in Queensland with the
virus, Tom Hanks wrote in March that people
needed to take care of themselves.
"There are things we can all do to get through this
by following the advice of experts and taking care
of ourselves and each other," he wrote.

Beyonce

is releasing a new visual album Black Is King.
Here’s what we know about it so far

Holly signed to Established Modelling Agency last year,
and is currently studying Fashion Design at university

“I’ve given it my all and now it’s yours.”

It's safe to say Beyonce is one of the most successful
popstars of the new millennium — so when she
announces a huge new project, it's no surprise the
internet goes into a flutter.
Queen Bey has dropped the trailer for Black Is
King ahead of its release next week, and the hype
is already building.
Here's your shortcut guide to what we know about
it so far.
What is Black Is King?
Black Is King is a visual album created to "celebrate
the breadth and beauty of Black ancestry",

according to a lengthy Instagram post ahead of its
imminent release.
Beyonce explains in her post that it was originally
created as a companion piece to The Lion King:
The Gift album, which she curated.
The Lion King: The Gift complemented the 2019
remake of The Lion King, in which she voiced the
character of Nala, and her own song Spirit was
also featured on the movie's soundtrack.
"It is my passion project that I have been filming,
researching and editing day and night for the past
year," her post read.

She and her family returned to London in late
June after spending most of lockdown at their
Cornish estate.
And Holly Ramsay enjoyed a spot of sunbathing
at their home on Friday, and shared a sizzling snap
via Instagram for her followers.
The 20-year-old daughter of chef Gordon and his
wife Tana looked sensational as she posed in her
green snake-print bikini that showed off her toned
abs.
Holly's ensemble was cut high on her waist to
accentuate her slender figure as she posed with
one arm behind her head.
Her raven tresses were brushed into a sleek,
straight style that fell over her shoulders in a sideswept style, and she embraced her natural beauty
by going make-up free.
Completing the look, Holly added a glittering
touch by wearing a gold pendant necklace and a
matching bracelet.
Holly signed to Established Modelling Agency last
year, and is currently studying Fashion Design at
university.
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الدكتور نصر رعد  -الدكتور شربل رعد
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Cooked up in a lab,
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harmless COVID lookalike could be key to a vaccine
Researchers have
created a toothless
version of the SARSCoV-2 virus  – it infects
cells and interacts with
antibodies in the same
way as the coronavirus,
but it lacks the ability
to cause severe disease.

This opens up COVID-19 research to scientists
who have no access to costly high-level bio-safety
facilities, because the proxy coronavirus can be
handled safely in ordinary laboratory conditions.
Ordinarily, scientists are required to wear full-body
biohazard suits with pressurized respirators, and
work inside laboratories with multiple containment
levels and specialized ventilation systems.
The lab-made virus is also being investigated as a
potential vaccination candidate.
News of the breakthrough travelled fast
Washington University School of Medicine, where
the virus was developed, has been swamped with
requests from researchers around the world for
samples of the bug.
“I’ve never had this many requests for a scientific
material in such a short period of time,” said cosenior author Dr Sean Whelan, the Marvin A.
Brennecke Distinguished Professor and head of
the Department of Molecular Microbiology.
“We’ve distributed the virus to researchers in
Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Canada and, of course,
all over the US. We have requests pending from
the UK and Germany. Even before we published,
people heard that we were working on this and
started requesting the material.”
How did they do it?
According to a statement from Washington
University, to create a model of SARS-CoV-2 that
would be safer to handle, they started with the
vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV).
This virus is a “workhorse of virology labs because
it is fairly innocuous and easy to manipulate
genetically.”
Primarily a virus of cattle, horses and pigs, VSV
occasionally infects people, “causing a mild flu-like
illness that lasts three to five days.”
Viruses have proteins on their surfaces that they
use to latch onto and infect cells. The researchers
removed VSV’s surface-protein gene and replaced
it with the one from SARS-CoV-2, known as spike.
The switch created a new virus that targets cells in

the fashion of SARS-CoV-2 but it lacks the other
genes needed to cause severe disease.
They dubbed the hybrid virus VSV-SARS-CoV-2.
The hybrid virus was recognised by antibodies
Using serum from COVID-19 survivors and
purified antibodies, the researchers showed that
the hybrid virus was recognized by antibodies very
much like a real SARS-CoV-2 virus that came from
a COVID-19 patient.
The researchers say the antibodies “that prevented
the hybrid virus from infecting cells also blocked
the real SARS-CoV-2 virus from doing so.”
Turning that around, antibodies that failed to stop
the hybrid virus also failed to deter the real SARSCoV-2.
In addition, a decoy molecule was equally effective
at misdirecting both viruses and preventing them
from infecting cells.
“Humans certainly develop antibodies against
other SARS-CoV-2 proteins, but it’s the antibodies

against spike that seem to be most important for
protection,” Dr Whelan said.
“So as long as a virus has the spike protein, it looks
to the human immune system like SARS-CoV-2,
for all intents and purposes.”
The hybrid virus could:
*Help scientists evaluate a range of antibody-based
preventives and treatments for COVID-19.
*Be used to assess whether an experimental vaccine
elicits neutralizing antibodies
*Measure whether a COVID-19 survivor carries
enough neutralizing antibodies to donate plasma
to COVID-19 patients
*Identify antibodies with the potential to be
developed into antiviral drugs.
Because the hybrid virus looks like SARS-CoV-2
to the immune system but does not cause severe
disease, it is a potential vaccine candidate.
The researchers are conducting animal studies to
evaluate the possibility.
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Aussie house prices nosedive
2 per cent during COVID-19 pandemic

Australia's house
prices have
nose dived by 2 per cent during
the COVID-19 pandemic, reversing
more than two years of gains.
Domain's House Price Report for
the June 2020 quarter shows that
nationally house prices dropped
2.0 per cent and unit prices
dropped 2.2 per cent in the three
months to June.
Melbourne's houses suffered the
steepest drop, falling 3.5 per cent
to a median of $881,369, while
it was units in Brisbane that fell
most overall, dropping 4.1 per cent
to record a median of $375,285.
Darwin's unit prices also suffered
a heady fate, falling 3.7 per cent
in just three months to record a
median of $241,461.
Domain's
Senior
Research
Analyst Dr Nicola Powell said
while many cities had values fall
the plunge has been "minimal".
"Nationally house prices have
dropped by 2 per cent and unit
prices by 2.2 per cent over the June
quarter," Dr Powell said.
"This is the first quarter to
show the impact of COVID-19,
reversing upward price swings
in Sydney and Melbourne.
"While most capital cities declined,
the falls have been minimal to-date
as unprecedented government
stimulus, mortgage holidays,
low stock levels and record low
interest rates shield values from
any significant declines, helping
to retain stability in the housing
market."
Not all cities suffered losses.
House prices in Adelaide stayed
steady, gaining 0.2 per cent on the
median of $553,036 and houses
in Hobart also jumped 1.4 per cent
to $529,388.
The biggest winners were house
owners in Canberra, where prices
as a whole lifted 4.1 per cent in
the June quarter to a median of
$819,090.
Speaking
specifically
to
Melbourne, Dr Powell said it was
unlikely that a second lockdown
would bode well for prices.
"Melbourne's property market
outlook has adjusted in recent
weeks as the city enters its second
lockdown. The full impact of the
first economic shutdown was

clearly evident in the June quarter,"
said Dr Powell.
"Sales activity, listings and
clearance rates fell in April.
However the rebound was swift

as restrictions eased, confidence
lifted from the April lows, vendors
returned, and more buyers decided
it was a good time to purchase nationally rising to a six-month

high.
"The second lockdown will stall
this momentum temporarily."
Australia's median house prices
June 2020*

City:

Quarterly change:

Price:

Sydney

- 2.0 per cent

$1,143,012

Melbourne

- 3.5 per cent

$881,369

Brisbane

- 1.4 per cent

$582,847

Adelaide

+ 0.2 per cent

$553,036

Perth

- 1.5 per cent

$522,414

Hobart

+ 1.4 per cent

$529,388

Canberra

+ 4.1 per cent

$819,090

Darwin

- 1.0 per cent

$516,213

Combined Capitals

- 2.0 per cent

$804,602

*Domain House Price Report, June 2020 Quarter. Does not include unit prices.

