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Messages of forgiveness
a5 Australians mark Easter |
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Millions of Australians have reported a rise in people doing it religious services and messages from From city to city and state to state,

faith leaders of different Christian
preached  the

celebrated the Christian tradition

of Easter with church services, egg

tough. political leaders, on a day marking

The themes of forgiveness and the resurrection of Jesus in line with denominations

hunts and family feasts, as charities renewal  featured  throughout biblical teachings. Continued page 16

Pope Francis calls for Gaza ceasefire,
release of all Israeli hostages

Pope Francis has made renewed on Easter Sunday.

calls for an immediate ceasefire in Francis presided over Mass in a
Gaza and the release of all Israeli packed St Peter’s Square, and then

hostages in a peace-focused address Continued page 16

Australian among three UN observers
wounded while patrolling Lebanon border

border with Israel.

An Australian is among three
United Nations observers and one The UN peacekeeping mission
known as UNIFIL,

Continued page 16

interpreter who have been injured as well as

while patrolling Lebanon’s southern
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Defence Minister Richard Marles confident
Kevin Rudd can deliver AUKUS under Trump
presidency, despite ‘nasty’ remarks

Defence Minister Richard Marles
says he is still confident United
States ambassador Kevin Rudd can
deliver Australias AUKUS nuclear
submarine program, despite recent
comments by former president
Donald Trump throwing his future
into question.

Asked earlier this week about US
ambassador Kevin Rudd, the former
president said he had heard Dr Rudd
was “nasty’, and said he may not last
long if he remained hostile to a re-
elected Trump administration.

The comments have prompted rare
questioning of an overseas posting
by the Opposition, with former
deputy prime minister Barnaby
Joyce claiming Dr Rudd is “cooked”
if Mr Trump wins the US election in
November.

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton
said on Friday the onus was on Dr

Rudd to repair the relationship,
as he noted a “long history” of
ambassadors being recalled when
they were unable to work with a
foreign government.

Of key concern is whether Dr Rudd
could progress Australia’s most
significant defence agreement in
decades, AUKUS, which would see
Australia acquire nuclear-powered
submarines in a technology sharing
deal with the United States and
United Kingdom.

Speaking on ABC’s Insiders, the
defence minister said he had no
reason to believe AUKUS would be
threatened by a Trump presidency.
“We have seen Kevin working
at a pace, lobbying in respect of
legislation in Congress across the
political spectrum with Democrats
and Republicans alike, and he’s
doing a great job,” Mr Marles said.
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State-by-state: Australia’s migration hotspots
as population reaches almost 27 million
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Mek overseas migration - top
5 countries of birth
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Record levels of overseas migration
helped the
grow to 26.8 million people last

nations population
year, according to new data from
the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS).

Australia’s population increased by
2.5 per cent — or 659,800 people —
in the 12 months to 30 September
2023.

Net overseas migration accounted
for 83 per cent of that growth.
765,900 overseas
and 217,100

departures last year, resulting in a

There were

migration arrivals

net boost to Australias population
of 548,800 people.

“Net overseas migration grew by
60 per cent compared with the
previous year, driven by an increase
in overseas migration arrivals (up
34 per cent), predominantly on a
temporary visa for work or study;
ABS’ head of demography Beidar
Cho said.

There were 295,000 births and
183,900  deaths
Australia over the same 12-month

registered  in

period.

That made the natural increase to
the population just 111,000 people,
a 3.9 per cent drop on the previous
year.

NSW had the highest level of net
overseas migration with 186,433
people arriving, followed by Victoria
(161,758) and Queensland (87,954).
The Northern Territory had the
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Met overseas migration by
state and territory

lowest level with 3,189 people.

India was the top birth country for
those moving to Australia, according
to the latest available data.

China was the second most
common birth country, followed
by the Philippines, and the United
Kingdom.

Australians, presumably returning
home from time overseas, rounded
out the top five.

Which states and territories are
people leaving and where for?

The high level of overseas arrivals
meant there was positive population
growth in every state and territory,
but most lost more residents to
interstate migration than they
gained.

Queensland continued to be the
most popular place for Australians to
move to, with the state’s population
growing by 32,625 interstate arrivals
in the year to September 2023.
Western Australia came in second,
growing by 11,233 residents, while
NSW was the least popular, losing
33,202 people to other parts of the
country.

Overall, WA had the fastest-growing
population with an increase of
3.3 per cent on the previous year.
Victoria came in second with
a growth rate of 2.9 per cent,
while  Queensland came in
close behind with 2.7 per cent.
Tasmania had the slowest rate of

growth at just 0.3 per cent.
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Opinion

By Mamdouh
Sukkarieh

The Profound
Significance of

|- Easter

Easter is not merely a holiday marked by colorful eggs and

chocolate bunnies, it is a deeply symbolic and spiritually significant
observance for millions of people around the world. Rooted in
Christian tradition, Easter commemorates the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, following his crucifixion, However, its
meaning extends far beyond religious doctrine, touching on themes
of renewal, redemption and hope that resonate with people of all
faiths and backgrounds.

At its core, Easter represents the triumph of life over death, light over
darkness, and hope over despair. It is a time for believers to reflect
on the profound sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the promise of salvation
that his resurrection embodies. For Christians, Easter is the pinnacle
of the liturgical year, symbolizing the ultimate victory of good over
evil and the beginning of a new era of grace and redemption.

The symbolism of Easter is rich and multifaceted, encompassing
various traditions and rituals that have evolved over centuries, the
Easter egg for example, is a universal symbol of new life and fertility,
representing the emergence of spring and the promise of renewal.
Similarly, the Easter lily, with its pure white petals, is often associated
with purity, innocence and the divine presence of Christ.

Moreover, Easter is a time of spiritual renewal and personal
transformation for many believers, It serves as a reminder of
the power of faith to overcome adversity and the importance of
forgiveness and reconciliation in our lives, just as Jesus emerged
from the tomb on Easter Sunday, so too can we emerge from the
darkness of our own trials and tribulations, renewed in spirit and
purpose.

Beyond its religious significance, Easter holds broader cultural and
social relevance as well, it is a time for families and communities to
come together in celebration, sharing meals, exchanging gifts and
participating in festive activities. In many cultures Easter is also a
time for acts of charity and compassion, as people reaches out to
those in need and spread kindness and goodwill to all.

In today’s fast-paced and often tumultuous world, the message
of Easter is more relevant than ever. It reminds us that, no matter
how dark the night may seem, there is always hope on the horizon.
It challenges us to confront our own doubts and fears with courage
and resilience, knowing that brighter days lie ahead. And it calls us
to embrace the values of love, compassion, and forgiveness that lie at
the heart of the Easter story.

As we gather with loved ones to celebrate Easter this year, let us take
a moment to reflect on its deeper meaning and significance. Let
us renew our commitment to living lives of purpose and meaning,
guided by the timeless principles of faith, hope, and love. And let
us rejoice in the knowledge that, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, we are granted the promise of eternal life and the assurance

that light will always triumph over darkness.
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Optus could be sold to Canadian private
equity giant in $18 billion deal

Optus - or at least a significant share
of it - could be offloaded to a private
equity firm in a deal worth up to $18
billion.

Singtel, the company’s Singapore-
based owner, is reportedly discussing
a sale of Australia’s second-largest
telco with Canadian asset manager
Brookfield - a move that, if it goes
through, could spark a price war that
would benefit Australian customers.
“Consumer-wise... ~ its  actually
probably a good thing,” analyst Evan
Lucas said.

“In the short term they probably will
create a price war because they know
they can grab market share really
quickly,” he added.

However, any such deal is still likely a
fair way away.

“Yes, theyre in ‘advanced talks, but
advanced talks does not mean a deal,
Lucas said.

“The price clearly still hasn't been
settled”

Even if an agreement is reached
between Singtel and Brookfield,
any deal would come under close
scrutiny from Australian regulators
given telecommunication services are
considered essential infrastructure.
“The regulator is the unknown
quantity here and they will have a lot
to say, Evans said.

OPTUS

Singtel has owned Optus since 2001,
but the Australian telco has caused
headaches for its Singaporean parent
company in recent years.

The high-profile data leak severely
damaged Optus’ reputation in 2022,
before last year’s mass outage impacted
emergency calls and left millions of
customers without phone service for
the best part of a day.

Singtel said last month that the outage
cost it $61 million.

Last week, polling firm Roy Morgan
said the telco remains the most
distrusted brand in Australia on the
back of the two incidents, which led
to the departure of former CEO Kelly
Bayer Rosmarin late last year.

“Its been some time since the Optus
breach... but they haven't really been
able to turn around sentiment,” Roy
Morgan CEO Michele Levine said.
Last week, it wasannounced that
Lambo Kanagaratnam, the managing
director of networks who was in charge
of Optus’ technology and operations
during the outage, was leaving the
telco after nine years.

Aussie driver ‘busted’ by traffic camera
wins fight over $1161 fine

Artificial intelligence and humans
detected an infringement, but there
was more to the story.

A Queensland motorist has shared the
hefty fine he was ordered to pay after
being “caught” with a mobile phone on
his lap while driving - despite images
of the event showing otherwise.
Anthony didn't pay the fine, and
after our investigation it has been
withdrawn.

On March 1, he was driving his Nissan
Patrol on Mains Road on Brisbane’s
southside with his mobile phone
mounted on the windscreen using a
suction cup system.

Its something the factory worker
has done for years, and is compliant
with Queensland’s laws about mobile
phone usage while driving in the state,
which prevent motorists from holding
their device or resting it on a part of
their body.

However, he soon received a letter
in the mail informing him he had

broken the law, complete with a $1161
fine and a four demerit point penalty
to be paid before March 29.

While the infringement notice alleged
Anthony had the phone placed on his
lap, the two images on the fine show
the iPhone affixed to the windscreen
on a Quad Lock mount.

Mobile phone detection cameras in
Queensland use artificial intelligence
(AI) and analyse images for a potential
offence, which are then assessed by
an authorised Queensland Revenue
Office member to determine if the law
has been broken.

Many Queenslanders mightn't be
aware that there is a way to have their
fine reviewed, short of going to court.
While there’s no online portal like New
South Wales, Queenslanders slugged
with a fine can email the state’s revenue
office to have the offence re-evaluated
— though if they’re unsuccessful, they
could still be forced to go to court to
have it overturned.
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New NDIS taskforce to investigate
providers overcharging disability
participants

NDIS participants being exploited
by unfair price hikes can now report
price gouging to a new taskforce.
The federal government has launched
a crack down on illegal overcharging,
led by the Australian Competition
and Consumer Commission, which
will be able to investigate providers
who impose an “NDIS ‘wedding
tax” and jack up prices just because
someone is on the National Disability
Insurance Scheme.

NDIS Minister Bill Shorten vowed
to put “shonky” providers who
extorted people with a disability out
of business, saying some people had
made themselves millionaires by
rorting taxpayer funds for disability
services.

The Australian Criminal Intelligence
Commission estimated as much as
a fifth of all NDIS expenditure was
rorted.

Mr Shorten said participants and
their carers, guardians and nominees
would receive letters from this week
explaining their rights and how to

“fight back” against providers who
overcharge.

“The era of ripping off disabled
people on the NDIS is over,;, Mr
Shorten said.

“Charging you more just because
you are simply an NDIS participant
is wrong and it is a breach of federal
law. We have upgraded the NDIS
rules to make it clear overcharging is
prohibited and we have further legal
changes coming to more strongly
prohibit and punish such practices”
Consumers will be able to report
to the taskforce, which will then
assess complaints and launch an
investigation where a participant
may have been overcharged.

While the ACCC does not normally
consider individual price complaints,
the new code of conduct for NDIS
providers obliges them not to
charge a higher price for goods for
a participant “without a reasonable
justification” — so  the consumer
watchdog could determine a provider

has breached the code.

Greens, Nats unite on ‘big stick’ plan to
break up supermarkets

Supermarkets that steamroll their

customers and suppliers could
be stripped of investments and
properties under proposed laws.

The Greens will push divestiture
powers in the Senate this week,
allowing the government to step in
and break up food retail giants.
The  Nationals  and

independents are also calling for

some

such “big stick” laws.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
has ruled it out, likening divestiture
powers to the former Soviet Union.
But Greens senator Nick McKim
said supermarket giants had had it
too easy for too long, as households
struggled to balance strained budgets
with high food prices.

“We need to stop supermarket
corporations ruthlessly using their
market power to gouge prices while
raking in billions of dollars in
profits,” he said.

“The market domination of Coles
and Woolworths gives them the
power to crush farmers, squeeze
out competition and shaft their
customers.”

Divestiture powers targeting the
supermarket duopoly were nothing
new, McKim said.

Britain, the US, Ireland, Italy and the
Netherlands have similar laws.

The powers would also cover big
banks and energy giants to ensure
competition across different sectors,
McKim said.

Nationals senator Bridget McKenzie

Australia’s fresl

said her party backed divestiture

powers, while taking aim at Albanese
over his comments it was Soviet-like.
“The US, a whole range of our G20
competitors have divestiture powers,
as a way to mitigate against duopolies
and the misuse of market powers,
she told Nines Today on Tuesday.

“It's something that we've been very
strong proponents of for a long time.”
Coles
been accused  of

and  Woolworths  have
strong-arming
suppliers, stitching up farmers and
shafting customers.

The retailers have defended their
prices and relationships, saying they
are trying to balance fair prices for
producers against low prices for
customers.

The supermarkets are under pressure
onseveral fronts, with a parliamentary
inquiry and at least two external
investigations underway.

One of those is into the Food and
Grocery Code of Conduct, which
governs the relationship between
supermarkets and producers.

“Many farmers have certainly spoken
to me about how hard they find it to
deal with the supermarket chains and
the lack of transparency that exists
in those negotiations,” Agriculture
Minister Murray Watt said.

“This review of the code marks
an  important  step  towards
understanding how our supermarket
sector is working to deliver fair prices
for everyday Australians and for our
hardworking farmers”
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The spirit of Easter is y
hope, love and joyful
living, I wish you and

your loved ones a very ’ ( ‘
N F I.
happy Easter. e~

Anne Stanley MP
Federal Member for Werriwa

On behalf
of the Mayor
of Bayside,

Cr Bill

Saravinovski,

Councillors oy 7 _

and Staff we .. -I / 3 'I.'.; Wishing you all a safe and
wish you a _"'r W relaxing break with your

family and friends.

happy Easter Happy Easter.

and holiday - ,
break. | DS ey

Clr Bilal El-Hayek
MAYOR
City of Canterbury

Bayside Customer Service Centres Bankstown

Rockdale Library, 444-446 Princes Highway, Rockdale
Westfield Eastgardens, 152 Bunnerong Road, Eastgardens

Phone 1300 581 299 | 9562 1666
Web www.bayside.nsw.gov.au
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NSW Premier Chris Minns & Labor MPs
wish you and your family a
happy and blessed Easter
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The Hon Chris Minns MP The Hon Steve Kamper MP The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC The Hon Jo Haylen MP

Member for Kogarah Member for Rockdale Member of the Legislative Council Member for Summer Hill
Premier of New South Wales Minister for Small Business Minister for Climate Change Minister for Transport
Minister for Lands and Property Minister for Energy
Minister for Multicufturalism Minister for the Environment
Minister for Sport Minister for Heritage

- - @
Julia Finn MP The Hon Mark Buttigieg MLC Dr Hugh McDermott MP Edmond Atalla MP
Member for Granville Member of the Legislative Council Member for Prospect Member for Mount Druitt > * -
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier Parliamentary Secretary for Industrial Parliamentary Secretary Parliamentary Secretary for -
Parliamentary Secretary for the Arts Relations, Parliamentary Secretary for tothe Attorney General Police and Counter-terrorism / "

Work Health and Safet, Parliamentary
Secretary for Multiculturalism

! g L
Stephen Bali MP Nathan Hagarty MP Donna Davis MP Lynda Voltz MP Warren Kirby MP
Member for Blacktown Member for Leppington Member for Parramatta Member for Auburm Member for Riverstone
Parliamentary Secretary for Government Whip Temporary Speaker
Planning and Public Spaces

Authorised by Chris Minns MP, Steve Kamper MP, Penny Sharpe MLC, Jo Haylen MP, Julia Finn MP, Mark Buttigieg MLC, Hugh McDermott MP, Edmond Atalla MP, Stephen Bali MP, Nathan Hagarty MP, Donna Davis MP,
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Birrong Boys High School
Annual Dinner

By Natalie Sukkarieh

(ECaster

Easter time

A time of love

A time of sacrifice
When Jesus payed a high price

He died on the cross
And his mother dealt with his loss
To save us from our sins
In the nails went

Like pins in his skin

The heavy cross he carried,
Only to be later buried.

He died out of love for us
And in him we put our trust

He fell three times

But not for his crimes.
He was innocent

Yet his love was infinite

He was resurrected
And the good word he subjected

To the people believed \
He promised them to be free

A wonderful Annual Iftar Dinner was hosted by Birrong Boys High School
on Tuesday, March 26th, 2024, at the Himalaya Emporium Reception in
Bankstown.

The event drew the participation of parliamentarians, councilors, sheikhs,
members of the media, representatives from local communities, as well
as a significant number of school students accompanied by their families,
staff, and stakeholders.

He suﬁ ered p an The event served as a catalyst to enrich not only the school culture but
But for no personal gain. also the broader community, fostering a sense of unity and solidarity
among attendees.
Out Of love he died’ The sseeches highlighted the significance of the holy month of Ramadan
In order to guide and emphasized the importance of this collective gathering, which
. ] represents the diversity and inclusivity within our community.
His P rlde’ Of P eOP le It promotes mutual respect and appreciation for various traditions and

To the heavenly land Of God beliefs. Through such meaningful occasions, we reinforce the bonds that

unite us and contribute to building a more harmonious and interconnected
society.
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Good Friday service at St Charbel’s Monastery
Sydney, Australia

AR

The Good Friday service at St. Charbel’s
Monastery in Sydney, Australia, stands as
the largest of its kind in the country, drawing
thousands of attendees each year. The solemnity
and reverence of the Maronite hymns, prayers,
readings, and homilies consistently leave a
profound impact on those present.

At this year’s service, Minister Tony Burke
MP represented the Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, while David coleman mp represented
the opposition leader Peter Dutton. The event
was attended by a diverse array of dignitaries,
councilors,

including  parliamentarians,

members of the media, and representatives
Additionally, a
students,

from local communities.

significant number of school
accompanied by their families and staff, joined
the estimated 5000 parishioners in observing
the service.

The message echoed by speakers from various
positions emphasized themes of humility, love,
and selflessness, reflecting the core values of
the community. This collective commitment to
prioritizing the needs of others contributes to
the community’s strength and resilience.

As Good Friday marks the solemn

commemoration of the Crucifixion of
Jesus Christ, Christians worldwide observe
this significant event with reverence and
contemplation. For Maronites, members of
the Lebanese branch of the Catholic Church,
this day holds particular significance, evoking
feelings of deep sorrow and reverence. Maronite
Catholicism, with its roots in the mountains of
Lebanon, carries a rich history dating back to
the fourth century.

After the Liturgy dignitaries were invited to a
breaking the fast with Father Superior Assad

Lahoud and monks.
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ALUMINIUM

Robert Sarkis Wishing you and your family a s Lol duand S 1w O 99y | (il
wonderful Easter day S0 Zuad dus udladll

RJS Aluminium

SYDNEY’S LEADING SUPPLIER OF
ALUMINIUM WINDOWS AND DOORS
FOR DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL
APPLICATIONS.

At RJS Aluminium, utility and style combine,
resulting in high quality windows and doors
which provide optimum security, whilst also
enhancing the appearance of your house or
building.

Manufacturing to meet your unique
specifications and aesthetic preference,

RJS Aluminium guarantees quality
workmanship across all products within our
extensive range.

RJS Aluminium have custom designed

and manufactured products for a range

of outstanding projects, including EDO
project by award winning architects Stanisic
Associates, Luxury Residential Unit SOHO
Apartments and Cote d’ Azur Apartments. ADDRESS 5 Coftam Avenue
RJS Aluminium Proudly Offer Bankstown NSW 2200

Free, no obligation, over the phone quotes

Quality assurance TELEPHONE  (02) 9796 1944

Special sizes made to measure

.Installation by a qualified R]S Aluminium [79% (02) 0706 1944

installer

Courteous service . . .

Our dedicated staff, led by Robert Sarkis, will ENQUIRIES eanIrleS@szqumlnlum .COM.au
happily assist you throughout every stage of

the process, from selecting the right styles and SALES sales@ erO|U Mminium.com.au

colours through to completion.
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Revealed: How much Mary gets ‘paid’ to be a queen

Queen Mary and her husband, King Frederik of Denmark, [}

| )|
pocketed around $A3 million last year for performing ™ TN
their royal duties. 1
Of that multimillion-dollar sum, $498,359 was set aside as a I
direct “grant” to Mary, who was still Princess Mary, a finance 1
report published by the royal palace has revealed.

The Danish royal couple’s joint income, paid for by the state,

was mostly spent on housing and staffing costs, the Daily

Mail has reported.

The amount left over after those costs were covered
— approximately  $640,000 — was spent on
unofficial travel, clothing and personal expenses.

But that was all before Mary and Frederick became Queen and
King in January of this year.

Now, their salaries will likely skyrocket even higher.

When Frederik’s mother Margrethe was Queen, her salary to
maintain the royal household was approximately $13 million
for 2023.

She also had an additional private allowance of $2.9 million.
That suggests Mary and Frederik will have their pay packets
rise substantially this year and beyond.

However, the Danish government is looking at overhauling
the system which determines how much money royals are
granted.

New legislation will determine how much money will be
allocated to the running of the royal household and how much
will be allocated for private expenditure.

The Danish royal family does not have to pay tax on its income,
and they also earn money from private means.

For example, Mary and Frederik made headlines in Denmark
when it was revealed they were renting their Swiss ski lodge
hideaway on Air BnB for up to $20,000 per week.

While the couple undoubtedly live a lavish lifestyle, Mary is
known for often re-wearing outfits, which has prompted her
to be dubbed by some as a “green,” economical royal.

But that doesn't stop her from splashing out on occasion.

The Tasmanian-born mother-of-four regularly wears luxury
labels, once spending around $3000 on a floral print coat by
Italian brand Taller Marmo.

She’s also been photographed wearing a dress by Australian
brand Zimmermann that retails for an eye-watering $3800.
But she has also been seen wearing high street brands, once
attending an event in (an albeit customised) dress by Swedish
fast fashion chain H&M.

The couple and their children live in Frederik VIIT’s Palace at
Amalienborg, the royal residence in Copenhagen.

They also have a separate summer house at Fredensborg
Palace, about 40 minutes’ drive north of the capital.

Part of Frederik VII's palace at Amalienborg is open to the
public, but not the family’s private residence, which eagle-
eyed observers can occasionally get a glimpse of via the royal
family’s official Instagram account.

Every so often, a picture will appear from inside the royal
residence, showing expected glimpses of expensive furniture,
walls decked with paintings and the obligatory chandeliers.
But while they have all the trappings of luxury, Frederik and
Mary occasionally display some down-to-earth behaviour too.
Mary became known as the “bicycling royal” because she
loved to ride around Copenhagen on two wheels.

When her twins Josephine and Vincent were younger, Mary
was often seen riding them from the palace to their nearby
school on a cargo bike.

But there was one factor that separated Mary from the rest
of the parents seeing their kids off to school — the presence

of two bodyguards, always cycling behind in close proximity.
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Beyonce sends flowers to
Mickey Guyton and thanks her
for ‘opening doors for me’

As she basks in the success of her new country
album Cowboy Carter, Beyoncé is sending her
regards to those who paved the way.
The 42-year-old graciously sent a bouquet of white
flowers to the black country artist Mickey Guyton,
along with a note praising her work.
“Thank you for opening doors for me, queen. Keep
shining;, wrote the global superstar, signing off:
‘Love and respect, Beyoncé’
Mickey was the first black female solo artist to earn
a Grammy nod in a country category and the first
black woman to play the Academy Of Country
Music Awards.
After receiving Beyoncés gift, Mickey fired up
her account on X, formerly known as Twitter, to
reciprocate the warm words.
‘With
possibilities are endless with you @Beyonce, she

opportunity comes possibility. The
wrote alongside pictures of the bouquet and note.
‘God gave me an assignment and I followed. May
the doors continue to stay wide open, added
Mickey, who like Beyoncé is originally from Texas.
Love & Hip-Hop: Atlanta star K. Michelle, who
herself is preparing to break into the country
genre, also got flowers and a card from Beyoncé
this week.
“Youre killing it Beyoncé wrote in the note
accompanying the flowers. T love what you've
been doing and I know it’s not easy to enter a new
space. Sending you positivity and respect. I hope
to meet you one day’
K. Michelle rapturously posted an Instagram
album of the bouquet and the card, writing a
caption bursting with gratitude for the gift.
‘Beyonceeeeeeeeceeee!  WOW! This is soooo
nice. One of the nicest things EVER, I'm in tears.
Thank you for giving me my flowers, they are so
beautiful, she wrote.
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Cameron Diaz, 51, gets ‘very emotional’ and feels ‘beyond

lucky’ to be a mother-of-two

Cameron Diaz feels 'beyond lucky' to now be
a mother of two.

On Friday, The Mask actress, 51, who has
been married to Benji Madden, 45, since
2015, revealed the birth of their son Cardinal
Madden on Instagram, having kept her
pregnancy private. They are also parents to
daughter Raddix, four.

In the post, she gushed that the newborn
is ‘really cute’ but explained to her 12m
followers that she would not be posting
photos for his ‘safety and privacy. She did not
reveal Cardinal’s date of birth or how he was
conceived.

Since the news arose, insiders told People:
“They were always hoping for a second baby,
because they love being parents. For years,
Cameron wanted to be a mom...

‘She gets very emotional when she talks about
the long journey to motherhood. She feels
beyond lucky to now have two children’
Cameron’s announcement post featured a
piece of art, under which she penned: ‘We are
blessed and excited to announce the birth of
our Son, Cardinal Madden...

‘A little bird whispered to me. He is awesome

o
Cameron Diaz, 51, has been ‘very emotional’ and feels

‘beyond lucky’ to be a mother-of-two after she secretly
welcomed baby son with husband Benji Madden, 45

and We are all so happy he is here! For the
kids safety and privacy we won't be posting
any pictures- but he’s a really cute

‘We are feeling so blessed and grateful Sending
much love from our fam to yours Best wishes

and Good Afternoon!!.

Rock legend Jimmy Barnes to make stage return at Bluesfest

after open heart surgery

Rock legend Jimmy Barnes will
make his highly anticipated return
to the stage at the latest edition of
Bluesfest after recovering from
open heart surgery.
TheScottish-bornsingerunderwent
the operation in December after
a bacterial infection spread to his
heart.

Barnes announced in February
that he would be performing at the
annual festival, marking his first
performance since November.

“I can’t wait to get back on stage
again, in front of the band, playing
for you all,” he said in a video
posted to X at the time.

“It’s going to be a lot of fun, I'll see
you there”

Barnes will be joined at Bluesfest,
which Thursday,
by a roster of Australian and

began on

international artists that includes
Tom Jones, Ben Harper, Elvis
Costello and The Teskey Brothers.
The 67-year-old has been taking
his
journey after his surgery across

fans inside rehabilitation
his social media channels, even
hinting this month at new music in

a post to Instagram.
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Welsh singer Duffy’s surprise return after horrific
kidnapping and assault

She had a massive hit with the song Mercy in 2008,
released two popular albums — and then totally
disappeared from the public eye.

What happened to Welsh singer Duffy in the
intervening years only came to light four years ago.
In February 2020, Dufty emerged from years
of silence to reveal that she had been through
a horrific ordeal that included being drugged,
kidnapped and held captive for several days,
during which time she was raped.

“Many of you wonder what happened to me, where
did I disappear to and why?” she wrote in a since-
deleted Instagram post.

“The truth is, and please trust me I am OK and safe
now, (is that) I was raped and drugged and held
captive over some days.

“Of course, I survived.

“The recovery took some time.

“There’s no light way to say it.

“But I can tell you in the last decade, the thousands
and thousands of days I committed to wanting to
feel the sunshine in my heart again, the sun does
now shine”

Dufty then retreated once more — only to emerge
on social media again this week to post a video
about how to find happiness.

“A little something to motivate the heart,” the
singer captioned the video.

Lizzo says ‘I quit’ in cryptic Instagram post after
ridicule about her looks and character

US pop star Lizzo has announced “I quit’, after
claiming she is being ridiculed online for her
looks and her character.

The About Damn Time singer, whose real name
is Melissa Viviane Jefferson, does not make it
clear what she is referring to or what sparked the
statement on Instagram.

However, it comes a day after a lawyer, who
represents three former dancers who filed a lawsuit
against Lizzo, said it was “shameful” the singer
headlined a New York fundraiser for US President
Joe Biden “amid such egregious allegations”.

“I'm getting tired of putting up with being dragged

by everyone in my life and on the internet.” Lizzo |

posted on Instagram.

“All T want is to make music and make people §

happy and help the world be a little better than
how I found it. But I'm starting to feel like the
world doesn’t want me in it.

“I'm constantly up against lies being told about me
for clout & views... being the butt of the joke every
single time because of how I look.

“My character being picked apart by people who
don’t know me and disrespecting my name.”

The 35-year-old ended the post saying: “I didn’t
sign up for this s**. I quit,” with a peace sign
€moji.

Last August, Lizzo and her production company
were sued by ex-dancers Arianna Davis, Crystal
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“Hope you are all doing well.
“Lots of love, Duffy”

The animated video features a narrator who says,
“One day you're going to see it, that happiness was
always about the discovery.”
“The hope, the listening to your heart and following
it wherever it chose to go,” the narrator continues.
The video, posted on Tuesday, is only one of two
posts currently active on Duffy’s Instagram.
Despite her long social media silence, however,
there were more than 181,000 followers waiting to
hear from her.

Williams and Noelle Rodriguez, who accused the

singer of sexual harassment and creating a hostile
work environment.
At the time, the pop star described the allegations
as “gut wrenchingly difficult and overwhelmingly
adding the
unbelievable as they sound”.

. . . » . <«
disappointing’, claims are “as

Kanye West’s wife Bianca

Censori bundles up in
luxurious fur coat

Kanye West and his wife, Bianca Censori, were
seen strolling arm-in-arm as they braved the rainy
weather during a shopping excursion in Santa
Barbara on Friday.

The Flashing Lights rapper, 46, and the Australian-
born architect, 29 - whose sister slammed ‘bulls*™*t
claims that her family has been concerned over
her relationship - enjoyed a drizzly outing at the
State Street Promenade.

Censori opted for a more covered up look rather
than her recent racy outfits, and wore a warm, light
brown fuzzy coat that was zipped up at the front.
A hood on the outer piece was propped up on top
of her head to protect her hair from the cold rain.
She slipped into a pair of open-toed, white heels
that were secured with thin straps that wrapped
around her ankles.

Bianca chose to not carry a heavy purse or handbag
with her while exploring a few shops in the city.
West - who also goes by Ye - kept it casual in a
black, nylon jacket that contained a hood that was
also placed on top of his head.

The music artist additionally donned a pair of
white, loose-fitting pants as well as black shoes.
For a final touch, he chose to wear a pair of black
shades to complete the look.

The couple - who tied the knot back in 2022 -
were seen walking arm-in-arm and at one point,
Censori held a small smile on her face as she
conversed with Kanye.
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powerful significance of the day, spreading messages of hope and goodwill to their
congregations.

Some 1600 people attended a free Easter lunch hosted by the Reverend Bill Crews
Foundation for those hit hard by cost-of-living pressures.

“It’s growing all the time, people are really struggling today,” Crews said

“A lot of people have to choose between rent money and food, between children’s
medicines and food”

Many people at the lunch at Ashfield in Sydney’s inner west never thought theyd ever
line up for free food, Crews said.

“A typical person who comes to us would be a 60-year-old woman who's got a disabled
son, lost her job, can’t find another job”

At the Easter service at Melbourne’s St Patrick’s Cathedral, Archbishop Peter Comensoli
gave a message of positivity in the face of war and unrest around the world.

“Death — personally and existentially — is not the end,” Archbishop Comensoli said.
“Descent into conflict and hatred is not inevitable. Peace, healing, mercy and forgiveness
are possible and doable”

Across the city at St Paul's Cathedral, Archbishop Phillip Freier said the day provided
an opportunity for people of all walks of life to reflect.

“In a world where we can often feel as if we don't count for anything, in God’s eyes, we
all count,” he said.

“The death of Jesus and his resurrection is an invitation for us to receive that as a
personal gift”

In Sydney’s south, Father James McCarthy’s message to the hundreds of worshippers
who gathered at St Aloysius Gonzaga Church was for them to treat Easter Sunday like
it was NRL grand final day for Jesus.

In the heartland of the Cronulla Sharks, Fr McCarthy said despite their local team
not winning the premiership since 2016, he asked church attendees to celebrate every
Easter as the “premiership of Jesus’s resurrection”.

In Hobart, Catholics gathered at St Mary’s Cathedral for Easter Sunday Mass.

Celine Kakumanu attended with her family. She said the day was about forgiveness and
repentance.

“I feel happy because he’s resurrected and he’s giving us blessings of love, peace and joy,’
Ms Kakumanu said.

Fellow church-goer Catherine also had a traditional view of Easter.

“People always think that it’s Easter eggs and all that stuff, but the main reason is the
resurrection of Christ,” she said.

The egg hunt is on

In Sydney’s south, children had woken up after a visit from the Easter Bunny.

The Younan family, in Bexley North, took part in a yearly early morning Easter egg
hunt.

Armani Younan, five, said she was so excited to see the treats the festive bunny had left
behind.

“T have chocolates and a cookie and eggs,” she said.

The two families filled baskets of Easter eggs and sat for a chocolate breakfast.

The cousins also had a visit from Frank the rabbit during their hunting.

“Frank is furry and thick;” six-year-old Mickey Younan said.

“Ilove him, he is my brother now”

The key message of his Easter service was the importance of forgiveness in a divided
and unforgiving world.

The Prime Minister’s Easter message also focused on the themes of forgiveness and
kindness.

“Celebrations and services across the country remind us of the importance of
forgiveness, grace and kindness to those in need,” Anthony Albanese said.

“Qualities that are so much a part of the compassion and virtue of this, the greatest
country on Earth”

Albanese thanked those working over the long weekend.

“Thank you for what you do,” he said.

On Good Friday, federal Opposition Leader Peter Dutton released his Easter message,
saying Easter was a time for rest and reflection, whether one was Christian or not.

‘At Easter, may we remember the importance of the Christian faith to so many
Australians, especially its messages of hope, renewal and new life,” he said.

“This Easter, may we again reflect on how lucky we are to live in the greatest country
in the world?”

Both leaders urged drivers to take care, against the backdrop of a rising national road
toll.

Pope Francis...

delivered his “Urbi et Orbi” (to the city and the world) blessing and
message from the central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica.

He has repeatedly deplored the death and destruction in the Israel-Gaza
war.

“I appeal once again that access to humanitarian aid be ensured to Gaza,
and call once more for the prompt release of the hostages seized on last
October 7 and for an immediate ceasefire in the Strip,” he said on Sunday.
“How much suffering we see in the eyes of children, the children have
forgotten to smile in those war zones.

“With their eyes, children ask us: Why? Why all this death? Why all this
destruction? War is always an absurdity and a defeat”

The pope’s Easter message traditionally focuses on world affairs, and he
mentioned other flashpoints, including Ukraine, Syria, Lebanon, Armenia
and Azerbaijan, Haiti, Myanmar, Sudan, the Sahel and Horn of Africa
regions, Congo and Mozambique.

After asking Italian Cardinal Matteo Zuppi last year to mediate the
repatriation of Ukrainian children from Russia and Russian-occupied
territories, Francis called for “a general exchange of all prisoners between
Russia and Ukraine”.

He also condemned human trafficking and prayed for “a path of hope” for
those suffering from violence, hunger and the effects of climate change, as
well as consolation for “the victims of terrorism in all its forms”.

Francis, 87, has been in poor health in recent weeks, forcing him on
repeated occasions to limit his public speaking and cancel engagements
as he did on Good Friday, skipping at short notice a procession at Rome’s
Colosseum.

Australian among...

unarmed technical observers known as UNTSO, are stationed in southern
Lebanon to monitor hostilities along the demarcation line between
Lebanon and Israel, known as the Blue Line.

Andrea Tenenti, a spokesperson for the United Nations’ peacekeeping
mission in southern Lebanon, confirmed that the four were injured and
had been evacuated for medical treatment after an explosion occurred
nearby.

The three military observers, who are from Australia, Chile, and Norway,
were unarmed, he said.

“The targeting of peacekeepers is unacceptable,” he said.

Mr Tenenti said UNIFIL had informed all warring parties of their patrols
as usual and the observers’ vehicle was carrying clear UN markings.

“We repeat our call for all actors to cease the current heavy exchanges of
fire before more people are unnecessarily hurt,” he said.

The Australian Department of Defence confirmed a Australian Defence
Force (ADF) member was injured while “undertaking a routine United
Nations patrol to monitor activity near the Israeli-Lebanon border”.
“Defence is taking the appropriate steps to ensure the safety and welfare of
the member,” it said in a statement.

Lebanese armed group Hezbollah, which supports Hamas, has been
trading fire with the Israeli military across the Blue Line since the start of
the war in Gaza.

The UN secretary general Antonio Guterres condemned the recent
explosion, saying the cross-border hostilities between Hezbollah and
Israel “continue to be of grave concern”.

“The repeated breaches of the cessation of hostilities are in violation of
Security Council resolution 1701, he said in a statement.

“The impact on civilian areas, with dozens of civilian fatalities reported,
destruction of residential and agricultural areas, and displacement of tens
of thousands of people on both sides of the Blue Line, is unacceptable.”
Lebanon’s caretaker prime minister Najib Mikati also condemned what he
described as the “targeting” of UN staff.

Lebanese media, citing security officials, reported an Israeli drone strike
targeted the UN observers in the southern village of Wadi Katmoun near

the border town of Rmeish on Saturday.
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Eastern delight
(F' T"‘*"" Shop 376 South Terrace Bankstown
’ : ,\Q‘ Bankstown central

52
5

\1‘.’,.-}.

Sydney 19, 20, 21 April 2024 Melbourne: 27, 28 April 2024
Over 3,500 Sold Already! - Tickets Selling Very Fast!

0415432432 - SYDNEY Tickets available on Ticketek
https://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=IMHUSSEI24

MELBOURNE Tickets available on Ticketmaster
https://www.ticketmaster.com.au/im-hussein-tickets/artist/1470208
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